THE   BEAST   FROM   THE   ABYSS
Jacobinism and the cult of reason the French Revolution became
the mother of all Continental revolutions down to those of
Bolshevism and Nihilism, and the origin of a new absolutism
which extends into the sphere of private life and the inmost
thoughts of the individual.
The Anglo-Saxon idea of leadership is derived directly from the
mediaeval institutions for the self-administration of autonomous
bodies and communities. From the old counties to the British
Commonwealth and the North American Union there runs an
unbroken stream of consistent development. Neither Great
Britain nor America has had experience of what the State implies
on the Continent, What the Reich meant to Germans before
Bismarck, in contradistinction to the Prussian or Austrian State,
has here lived on unchanged into the present, defying all
tendencies to centralization, bureaucratization, and schematic
development. The great strength of Anglo-Saxon public life, and
its unexhausted power of regeneration, lies in the fact that its
organs of self-government have not turned into a machinery of
domination, but have simply been adapted to modern require-
ments. They may seem to contain elements of weakness, but these
are in reality elements of strength. Only in such communities
could the attempt be made to administer gigantic territories
without reducing them to subjection, ruling them through the
same free institutions which in the past seemed to be possible only
for small areas, and training them in free co-operation with the
mother country. Men have grown up in their service who had the
gift of ruling with a light hand, despising tyranny but allowing no
foothold to violence or chaos.
If any countries might seem immune from the temptations of
totalitarianism, it would surely be the Anglo-Saxon countries; yet
they are not. Why not?
This Anglo-Saxon world lies open to breaches, and has already
suffered breaches down to its very foundations, because alien ideas
and standards have found their way in, and because it seems to
have lost its power of discrimination between the things that are of
its own essence and those that are alien. There is, for instance, the
idea of rational planning, which has strayed from the technical
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